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The Twenties Generalization Project
Objectives:  

    1)  to practice research skills that effectively find and identify information related to a topic

    2)  to enhance your analytic and evaluation evidence skills
    3)  to present your analysis in the form of a Generalization: an analytic summary statement that is supported by specific evidence (and parenthetical citations)
    4)  to craft an Annotated Works Cited in proper MLA format with effective annotations
My 1920s topic is: 









The final project has three parts:  

the Generalization Statement, the Evidence Statements, and the Annotated Works Cited
Review the Checklists on pages 5-6 of this packet for detailed expectations of each step of this project.

GENERALIZATION STATEMENT

Remember that a generalization is analytic and states in ONE sentence a


            PATTERN:  
(consistent relationship of factors) that is



ACCURATE:  carefully stated, no exceptions, fully supported with evidence



MEANINGFUL:  important to know, but not immediately obvious

Your generalization statement should show the relationship of 2 or 3 factors (3 is often better).  
A pattern means that the same factors appear in the same relationship more than once.  
YOU DECIDE THE RELATIONSHIP BASED ON WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED.
Consider: causes, effects, comparisons, exceptions/opposites, changes for possible insights.
The difference between a generalization statement and thesis is minimal.   The main difference is the format of the supporting evidence.   A thesis is part of an outline or paper.  A generalization statement is followed by a list of evidence statements.
EVIDENCE STATEMENTS
For each generalization, present at least seven evidence statements that led you to that conclusion.  Your evidence statements must be:



BROAD: 
 incorporates many examples and multiple sources



RELEVANT:  clearly connects to the generalization



SPECIFIC:  
 presents examples, NOT reasons; includes dates


CITED:  
 includes proper MLA parenthetical citations
Follow these Step-by-step directions for success:

Step One:  Get the Big Picture:  Background Research—Using Note Cards & NoodleTools
For your 1920s topic, use at least two different reference sources and take notes on background information (5 Ws).  Remember: one idea per card, in your own words unless recording a quote.
The key to this process is to record the most significant people, events, or turning points related to your topic.  Be sure to include dates and enough detail to understand the 5Ws clearly.
Use NoodleTools for your note cards.  Goal: 10-15 good note cards per day.  You must also create source cards in NoodleTools, using MLA format, and include annotations for each source.  (See last page for more info and example.   Also, when you create a source card, NoodleTools has a link to helpful info on writing annotations.)
Background Research Note cards, with sub-topics and sources on EACH: DUE: ________________

Step Two:  Form a Hypothesis
      Due: ________________

A hypothesis is an "educated guess" based on preliminary research; it is a theory or explanation that must be tested by gathering and by analyzing more evidence.
Write a hypothesis about your 1920s topic as a SINCE…THEN… sentence.

The SINCE part:  states what you know to be true based on your background investigation.

The THEN part:  states what you guess might be true (your insight), but you do not know already.

Your hypothesis should reflect a cause and effect relationship, a comparison situation, or an insightful inference about a trend or pattern - based on what you have learned so far about your 1920s topic.  In other words, the evidence drives your analysis.
HYPOTHESIS EXAMPLE:

SINCE there was much discussion in the U.S. about Spain’s poor treatment of the Cubans in the island’s struggle for independence in the late 19th-century and many pro-imperialists in the U.S. argued in favor of Cuban independence from Spain THEN the U.S. took political and military actions to intervene in support of Cuban democracy.
WRITE ROUGH DRAFT BELOW.   
TYPE YOUR FINAL HYPOTHESIS IN NOODLETOOLS.

SINCE 












THEN 













Step Three:  Make a Research Plan

The research plan should outline detailed directions to yourself about what steps to take to get more in-depth research to test your hypothesis. 
Create a research plan on another piece of paper.  Write it as a chart like this one below.  Your research plan will likely be longer lists than the sample in order to ensure in-depth research & analysis (i.e. you don’t include the “Etc., etc.,” but rather have longer lists).
Topic: U.S. imperialism and Cuba
	Subtopics to investigate
	Where to look for info.
	Key search terms

	Cuba’s independence movement
Leaders of Cuba’s movement
Spain’s actions in Cuba
U.S. political and economic interests in Cuba
U.S. newspapers reporting on Cuba’s independence mvt.
Pro- and Anti- imperialists views in the U.S. re Cuba
Arguments and actions by U.S. president before & after war
Arguments & actions by U.S. Congress before and after war
Etc., etc.
	Imperialism specialized encyclopedias – e.g., CREDO via bpl, Gale Virtual Reference
Primary documents reflecting pro- and anti-imperialist views in U.S. – e.g., American Decades, Milestone, and other databases
Histories of Cuba
Economic history of Cuba and U.S. relations
Scholarly books on Ebrary and Ebooks
National Archives – U.S. gov’t

ARHS LibGuide web links

Boston Public Library via ARHS LibGuide for U.S. Imperialism
Etc., etc.
	Cuban independence

Jose Marti

Concentration camps

The Maine explosion

“yellow journalism”

Hearst newspapers

Teller Amendment

President McKinley

Congressional debates on Cuban independence

Spanish-American war

Platt Amendment
Cuban/U.S. sugar industry

Etc., etc.

 


Step Four:  Test Your Hypothesis by Doing In-depth Research

Collect evidence that supports OR refutes your hypothesis.
You need a total of at least 5 sources for this project. You must use at least:
· 2 reference sources (already used during background research)
· 2 scholarly sources   (print or library database)

· 1 other reliable source (reference, scholarly, or primary)
Research Note cards reflecting more in-depth evidence, with sub-topics and sources on EACH, 
DUE:__________________

Step Five:  TYPED Generalization Statement & Supporting Evidence   DUE: _______________

a. Evaluate the evidence you have researched.

· Is your original hypothesis correct or incorrect?

· How might you modify your hypothesis to make it more accurate?
b. Revise your hypothesis into a one-sentence generalization 
· get rid of the Since/Then format 
· write a generalization statement based on specific evidence from your research.  
c. Below your Generalization Statement, list your evidence with parenthetical citations.  Use the checklist (see pp. 5-6) and the example below for correct formatting. 
Example of a Final Generalization - note both content AND format:
AS ILLUSTRATED BY CUBA, U.S. AMERICAN IMPERIALISM WAS HYPOCRITICAL because pro-imperialists proclaimed that their intentions were to support the Cuban independence movement suffering under Spanish aggression but instead U.S. actions aimed to assert political influence over Cuba and protect U.S. economic interests.

A.  In 1898, America allegedly went to war with Spain to free Cuba from the Spanish (Morison 120).

B.  The Teller amendment [April 20, 1898] said that the US had, “no intention to exercise sovereignty, jurisdiction, or control over said island, except for the pacification thereof, and asserts its determination when that is accomplished, to leave the government in control of the island to its people” (Herring 408).

C.  Beginning in 1896, under General Weyler, Spain forced many Cubans into concentration camps as a way to weaken the Cuban rebels (“Reconcentration Policy in Cuba”).  U.S. newspapers wrote about the impact on the Cubans.  One headline said: “Cuban Babes Prey to Famine.  Thousands of Children of the Reconcentrados Perishing in Island Towns.  Sights that Sicken Strong Men”  (Trask 25).
D. On Jan. 17, 1897, one of William Randolph Hearst’s newspapers, the New York Journal, ran a story titled: "[Spanish General] Weyler throws nuns into prison.  Butcher wages brutal warfare on helpless women" (New York Journal).
E. After the war, under American supervision, the Cuban people elected a convention to write a constitution that the U.S. insisted should be amended (“The U.S., Cuba, and the Platt Amendment”).
F.  In 1906, the president of Cuba, Tomas Estrada Palma, got in a political fight with a running mate.  Palma told the American president at the time, Theodore Roosevelt, what was going on and Roosevelt, uninvited, sent people down to take control of Cuba and sort out their affairs (Herring 410).

G.  The Platt Amendment replaced the Teller Amendment in these ways: one, it limited the Cuban government in making treaties with foreign nations and contracting public debts.  Two, it provided coaling and naval stations for the U.S.  Three, it stated that the U.S. could “intervene for the preservation of Cuban independence and the maintenance of a government adequate for protection of life, individual property and liberty (Herring 408).

H.  Large-scale American ventures in Cuba began about 1890, reaching U.S. $50 million in 1895.  Cuba’s economy was so important to the US that when the Cuban War of Independence against Spain began in 1895 the U.S. intervened to protect its interests (Reynolds Wolf).
I.  By 1894, the U.S. owned most of Cuba's sugar mills and imported most of the sugar to the U.S. (“Brief History of Cuba”).
J. In his War Message to Congress, April 1898, President McKinley stated that “the right to intervene may be justified by the very serious injury to the commerce, trade, and business of our people (McKinley).
Step Six:    Typed Annotated Works Cited with MLA format for at least 5 sources, per step 4.


See Checklist on page 6 for more information and an example.
Step Seven:  Review Checklist below (pp. 5-6) to ensure you have completed all the required steps.
By the end of this project you should have everything in the list below.  

USE THIS CHECKLIST BEFORE TURNING IN YOUR WORK:

Research Steps

· Note cards in correct format:  in your own words - one idea per card with sub-topic and source (including page for print sources) on EACH – all entered on NoodleTools

· Source cards in correct MLA format and with an effective annotation (paragraph) –  all entered on Noodle Tools
· Your hypothesis, typed into the hypothesis box on NoodleTools
· A research plan, written on a separate piece of paper, following the format of the example (p. 3)
TYPED Final Generalization       

 BE SURE TO FOLLOW THE FORMAT REQUIREMENTS
(see example on page 4 of this packet to model the correct format)

Generalization Statement

· Consists of a one sentence statement that is analytical, accurate, and meaningful as well as identifies a pattern

· Identifies in all CAPITAL LETTERS the analytic section that states the connection among the factors
· Distinguishes the three different factors in the generalization statement by underlining, italicizing, and boldfacing
Evidence Statements

· Use the following format:  Underline, italicize, and boldface the evidence statements to show which factor is supported by which evidence statement (i.e., match the format of the relevant factor) 

· Include at least 7 evidence statements with parenthetical citations from at least 5 sources
· Represent specific examples that illustrate your factors and include dates 
· Support all parts of the generalization statement
· Include multiple evidence statements for each section of your generalization statement

· List evidence in a logical order (e.g., the order of the ideas in the Generalization Statement) 

· Reflect a range of sources and do not rely heavily on any one source

· Are written so as to be clear to an “unfamiliar reader”

Length & Format:   Your Generalization Statement and Evidence Statements should be:

· at least one full page, but not longer than 2 pages

· TYPED, 12 point font, Times New Roman; single-spaced (with a line space btwn statements)

TYPED ANNOTATED Works Cited 
· Includes all sources cited  (minimum 5 sources – see page 3)
· Reflects proper MLA format

After each source, include a fully indented, single-spaced paragraph that:

· Identifies the type of source (reference, scholarly, or primary)

· Provides an effective & detailed evaluation of the source’s strengths & weaknesses.  
· Be specific about what topics are covered in the source and how those connect to your research project.  

·  Include how user-friendly you found the source.
· Includes, if available, info about the author’s credentials  (e.g., university professor)

· Ends with the location of the source (ARHS Library, Jones Library, etc.)
Example of Annotated Works Cited entry:

Samson, Julia. Nefertiti and Cleopatra: Queen-Monarchs of Ancient Egypt. 


London: The Rubicon Press, 1985.  Print.

The introduction to this scholarly book was particularly helpful because it coherently described the importance of certain powerful women in Egyptian history.  This helped me to set Cleopatra in context and to see how she adopted an Egyptian role as female ruler.  The book also gave a detailed description of important events in her life and the time period she lived in.   The book was well organized and accessible.   UMass Library

