Assignment Sheet – A Great Debate Heats Up

U.S. History CP:  World War II unit
Tasks: You will participate in a discussion/debate:  Should the U.S. Enter WWII?  Evaluate the resource material from the perspective of your assigned role/perspective -- someone living in the U.S. in June 1941  (per directions below).  
Bring in a WRITTEN LIST OF FACTS & EVENTS (per below) that support your chosen position on the wars in Europe and Asia, and on whether the U.S. should enter the war in 1941 – per the directions below and using the two resources listed below.  Note: the readings do not necessarily talk specifically about your type of person; you need to make some inferences about how someone in that position would be affected & how they would feel about the war.  

Step-by-step directions:

1.  Read the Odyssey textbook, pp. 500-505

2.  Make a chronological list of events and key info – include DATES/YEARS.

3.  Read Pro/Con packet: Should US Enter WWII?

4.  Make a pro/con list of all the reasons in the reading addressing whether U.S. should enter the war.
5.  Then, from your assigned person’s perspective: should US enter war?  List specific reasons that you can support with your evidence from both readings and your inferences about how this type of person would react.
Roles/Perspectives:  



1.  Sharecropper – from Georgia



2.  Autoworker and CIO union member—Michigan



3.  Japanese American shop owner—California



4.  Jewish school teacher—New York



5.  Manager of Pittsburgh steel plant—Pennsylvania



6.  Socialist mill worker—Massachusetts
Resources:

Odyssey Text Ch 15.2 (pp. 500-505); and 
Handout—“A Great Debate Heats Up”
