

U.S. Imperialism Political Cartoons and Note Set
U.S. History CP
Assignment: To make TWO (2) political cartoons that represent two different perspectives about imperialism at the turn of the 20th-century, using specific evidence from primary sources.

Steps
1. Case Study Article:  Read the article about your country and the relevant Odyssey textbook pages (see article handout).  Take notes on the events between the U.S. and your country, using Step 1 of the Note Set Guide (p. 2 of this handout).

2. Evidence of Perspectives from Primary Documents:  Using sites (via LibGuide), find one primary source document for each of the three perspectives below that you could use for a cartoon’s perspective/evidence.  Using your three primary source documents, identify quotes (phrases and sentences) that represent each point of view, and explain their significance.  Identify the speaker/author of the quote.  Cite your sources with MLA citation.  Use Step 2 of the Note Set Guide  (p. 3 of this handout).
a. Pro-U.S. imperialist perspective: U.S. justification and/or motive for its involvement in this country.

b. Native Response: The response of a person from your assigned case study country (Philippines, Cuba, Puerto Rico or Hawaii).

c. American anti-imperialist perspective: An example of a U.S. citizen’s opposition to the U.S. imperialistic actions in your case study country.

3. Your Cartoon Thesis and Evidence:  The thesis is your cartoon’s specific message.   You are doing two cartoons.  Choose and explain the message for each of your cartoons and the historical evidence you will use for each to demonstrate your thesis, and write this in Step 3 of the Note Set Guide (p. 4 of this handout).   
(Remember that the thesis (the message and perspective) of your cartoons must come directly from the perspectives you encountered in your primary document research.  Consider which motives and justifications for imperialism (e.g., political, moral, economic) are relevant to your case. 

4. Make your Political Cartoons:      Each of your cartoons must include:

1. a  thesis          about one of the perspectives from Step #2.

        supported by






   historical accuracy,
2. _primary doc research__ 

4. _full background__

6. including specific events





                  visually appealing,

       VISIBLE
3. __black ink or color__

5. _neat, legible______

7. _81/2 by 11,” plain paper
5. We will present the cartoons and evidence for our whole class, so make sure yours is clear and represents the facts and perspectives well. 

(Your final cartoons and Note Set Guide are DUE ON ____________________.

Assessment: Excellent Cartoons and Note Sets will include the following:

- Historical accuracy and specific events (who, what, where, when)

- Relevant quotations, explanations, authors, and MLA citations in your Note Set Guide

- Clear thesis and persuasive presentation of imperialist/native/anti-imperialist perspectives in your cartoons

- Reference to specific historical events (people, places, dates) in your cartoons

- Neatness, visual appeal, and clarity—This is not grading your artistic ability, but your clarity and effort in

 the presentation of your ideas.

U.S. History CP 

Note Set Guide for Imperialism Political Cartoons


Step 1:  Case Study Article





Due____________

Take notes from your country article & Odyssey text on the following topics related to U.S. imperialism in your country.  You will find more information on some of these topics than others.  Write down everything you find and come in with any questions you feel are unanswered.

A. Events leading to U.S. action in your country.

B. Major individuals involved.

C. The impact of U.S. actions on your country.

D. Relationship between your country and the U.S. after the war.

E. Motives and justifications of U.S. involvement in your country.

Step 2:  Evidence of Perspectives from Primary Documents
Due_______________

Include a quote from each perspective and an explanation of the quote’s significance.  ID the speaker/author.  Your quotes must include MLA citations for your primary sources.


A. Pro-imperialist (ID speaker/author):


CITATION:



B. Native Response (ID speaker/author):


CITATION:



C. U.S. Anti-imperialist (ID speaker/author):


CITATION:

Step 3:  Your Cartoon Thesis and Evidence



Due____________
You need to plan TWO cartoons.  Each should be from ONE different perspective in Step 2 (pro-imperialist, native response, anti-imperialist).  Each thesis must reflect your research from the primary documents.  Each cartoon must convey specific historical evidence related to your country.
Cartoon #1


Which Perspective?:_____________________________

Thesis (Message):

Historical Evidence You Will Present in Cartoon to Support Thesis:
a. 

b.

c.

Cartoon #2


Which Perspective?:_____________________________

Thesis (Message):

Historical Evidence You Will Present in Cartoon to Support Thesis:
a. 

b.


c.

